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STUDENT NEWS

Georgia Southern University Fred and Dinah Gretsch School of Music students Ben
Cork and Amanda Zhang were performing and teaching students at a Lassiter High
School

visit

and

the

ASTA

Conference

events

over

Spring

Break.

Performers in the picture below are Ben Cork, Julia Mallet, Amanda Zhang and Brant
Harlacher.

FACULTY NEWS

Georgia Southern University Fred and Dinah Gretsch School of Music faculty Steven
Elisha, Larisa Elisha and Eric Davis were at the ASTA Conference events over Spring
Break.

COMING EVENTS

GSU alumnus Jordan Knapp (Bachelor of Music 2016, Master of Music 2019) will
present a piano recital of works by Beethoven, Bach, Chopin, and Ravel. This recital is
free and open to the public.

A unique opportunity for Savannah to see and hear the unveiling of new musical works
created specifically for this occasion by three composers from our region. This event
brings together two major art institutions in our city as the Savannah Cultural Arts Center
partners with On The Verge (the Georgia Southern University's Fred and Dinah Gretsch
School of Music new-music series) to present violinist (and Savannah native!) Adrianne
Munden-Dixon in an evening of contemporary art music for violin and electronics. Among

several works, the program will include three premieres by composers John
Thompson, Peter Lane, and Martín Gendelman commissioned for this very occasion.
Ben Tucker Theater at the Savannah Cultural Arts Center -Saturday, March 26, at 7:30
pm

The Scholarship Showcase Recital features some of the recipients of endowed
scholarships for the 2021-2022 academic year. This is our first in-person Scholarship
Showcase Recital since 2019, so we are definitely looking forward to it and hope to see
you there!
The recital is Tuesday, March 29 at 7:30 in the Carol A. Carter Recital Hall on the
Statesboro Campus. This event is free and open to the public.

Students from the horn, trumpet, and trombone studios of the Gretsch School of Music
will present works written for solo brass instruments or solo brass instruments with piano.
Quite a variety of brass instruments will be featured on this recital including horn,

trumpets, trombones, bass trombone, piccolo trumpet, Eb trumpet, and flugelhorn. This
event is free and open to the public.

On Thursday evening, March 31, 2022, at 7:30 pm, in the Statesboro Campus Performing
Arts Center, the Symphonic Wind Ensemble and Wind Symphony will present a concert
titled The Wheel of Time, which will, among other wonderful compositions, feature two
masterworks for the modern Wind Band – Carmina Burana Suite, and Sketches on a
Tudor

Carmina

Psalm.

This

Burana

concert

–

is

free

Suite

and

open

for

to

Wind

the

public.

Band

Carl Orff's first stage work, Carmina Burana, was composed in 1935-6 and premiered at
the

Frankfurt

Opera

in

1937;

it

became

an

outstanding

success.

Orff drew the inspiration for his grand vocal and orchestral work from 24 poems of the 200
found in the 13th century monastery of Benediktbeuern, near Munich in Bavaria, and
published

in

1847

under

the

title

of Carmina

Burana.

Carmina is the plural of the Latin word carmen and in early time, carried the implication of
student songs. Burana was the Latin name for the area we know today as Bavaria.

Both sacred and secular, the texts are frank avowals of earthly pleasure: eating, dancing,
drinking, gambling, and lovemaking. They proclaim the beauty of life and the glory of
springtime. The music is simple in harmony and range, consistent with 13th century music,
with

a

driving

rhythm

to

which

the

listener

instinctively

responds.

John Krance, who worked with Orff on this Suite, which he arranged for the modern Wind
Band, in 1967, has incorporated the vocal melodies into a setting entirely instrumental in
structure.

Sketches

on

a

Tudor

Psalm

Sketches on a Tudor Psalm, composed in 1971, is based on a sixteenth-century setting
of

the Second

Psalm by

Thomas

Tallis.

A modern adaptation is still used today in Anglican services. Its popularity is evidenced
by its employment by Ralph Vaughan Williams for the basis of his Fantasia for String
Orchestra in

1910.

Fisher Tull's scholarly self-analysis of his Sketches on a Tudor Psalm, composed in
1971, includes commentary on his evolution as a composer and the motivation behind the
work.

He

writes:

"Encouraged by the acceptance of Toccata (the 1970 A.B.A. Ostwald winner), I was
motivated to try my hand at another band work in theme-and-variation form similar
to Variations on an Advent Hymn. I considered using a number of tunes found in the
Episcopal Hymnal, but always seemed to gravitate to Thomas Tallis's setting of the
second psalm. My reluctance to finalize this choice was caused by the awareness that
Ralph Vaughan Williams had used the same material for his Fantasia for Double String
Orchestra (1910), a work with which I was quite familiar. Nonetheless, against the advice
of

some

of

my

colleagues,

I

decided

to

take

the

plunge."

Also on the program will be compositions by Percy Aldridge Grainger, Andrew Boysen Jr.,
and William Pitts.

Dr. Steven Elisha, cello and Dr. Cameron Fuhrman, piano, will present a Faculty Artist
Recital on the Georgia Southern University - Fred and Dinah Gretsch School of Music
Recital Series, Tuesday, April 5, 7:30 PM in Carol A. Carter Recital Hall, Statesboro
Campus. The varied program includes Felix Mendelssohn’s charming Variations
Concertantes in D major, Opus 17, Claude Debussy’s innovative and provocative Sonata
for Cello and Piano in D minor and Sergei Rachmaninoff’s monumental Sonata in G minor
for

Cello

and

Piano.

Felix Mendelssohn’s Variations Concertantes, op. 17, finished at the beginning of 1829,
is the first in his series of compositions for cello and piano. It was dedicated to his celloplaying brother Paul (the only piece in his entire catalogue with a dedication to a relative).

The Debussy Sonata for cello and piano, written in 1915, is one of his most experimental

works, with surprising rhythmic interjections, short bursts of accented notes, and sudden
changes of tempo. The harmonic language ventures away from traditional tonality and
there are many special effects in the cello writing, including glissando pizzicato and
“glassy” ponticello (playing over the bridge) passages in measured tremolo.

Sergei Rachmaninov’s four-movement cello sonata was completed in November 1901, a
month after the premiere of his grandiose second piano concerto. The similarities of the
two works are striking and the cello sonata shares many aspects in its tragic tone,
sentimental

nostalgia

and

This event is free and open to the public.

sweeping

melodic

content.

For a complete schedule of event please go to
Gretsch School of Music websites
https://cah.georgiasouthern.edu/music/calendar-of-events/statesborocampus-concert-season/

https://cah.georgiasouthern.edu/music/calendar-of-events/armstrongcampus-concert-season/

SUPPORT THE
GRETSCH SCHOOL OF MUSIC
The Fred and Dinah Gretsch School of Music embraces the legacy of more than a century
of music-making at Georgia Southern University. We need you to be a part of the
continuation
and
expansion
of
this
tradition
of
excellence.
You can support the faculty, students, staff, and mission of the Gretsch School of Music
with
your
gift
by
visiting
the
Georgia
Southern
Foundation
(https://advancement.georgiasouthern.edu/giving/) and designating your gift for Fund
GS0077
(Fred
and
Dinah
Gretsch
School
of
Music).
The faculty, staff, and students of the Fred and Dinah Gretsch School of Music thank you!
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